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LEGACY:
THE PRESERVATION OF WILDERNESS IN NEW YORK CITY PARKS
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOEL MEYEROWITZ
Foreword by Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg; Essay by Phillip Lopate

Accompanying Exhibition On View at the Museum of the City of New York
October 9, 2009—March 10, 2010

In this stunningly beautiful collection of images, master photographer Joel Meyerowitz invites the
viewer to discover the hidden pockets of wilderness that still exist within the urban environs of New York City.
This compelling body of work is the result of a unique commission Meyerowitz received from the New York City
Department of Parks & Recreation to document, interpret, and celebrate one of New York City’s greatest legacies:
the nearly 9,000 acres of parks in the five boroughs that have been left or returned to their most natural state. The
images in this book are drawn from the thousands that make up the HP Archive of the New York City Department
of Parks & Recreation. Meyerowitz is the first photographer to document New York City’s parks since the 1930s,
when they were photographed as part of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s WPA program. Legacy: The Preservation of
Wilderness in New York City Parks (Aperture, October 2009) is a master’s vision of untamed nature within the
concrete world of the city. The book is filled with surprises, including first looks at places such as the Hallett
Nature Sanctuary in Central Park, which has not been open to the public in over seventy years.

Meyerowitz, who was born and raised in the Bronx in the 1940s and ’50s, is a self-described urban
Huckleberry Finn who refers to the Bronx River as his Mississippi. In creating this work, Meyerowitz has drawn
upon his childhood memories of a New York with “green space—open and wild, alive with rabbits, migratory
birds, snakes, frogs, and the occasional skunk... [That] gave me my first sense of the natural world, its
temperament and its seasons, its unpredictability, and its mystery.” Through this rich archive of images of parks,
shorelines, and forests, Meyerowitz transports the viewer into the heart of a lush wilderness, while contextualizing
these corners of nature as an inextricable part of city life today. Legacy reveals the diverse range of landscapes in
New York City, from a rocky outcropping in the Bronx that resembles parts of Maine, to a forest in Staten Island
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that could be in the Deep South. These compelling images inspire the viewer to imagine what New York City
might have looked like 400 years ago, when the Dutch first arrived on these shores.

In terms of the environment, Legacy is a global call to action for conservation of natural resources and
improving the living environments of cities. The book’s release falls during a time marked by attitudinal shifts
towards land use and burgeoning popular interest in the importance of green spaces within the urban landscape.

To accompany these magnificent images, Mayor Michael Bloomberg contributes a foreword, and renowned
author Phillip Lopate expands on his notion of the urban walk-poem—deurbanized. The book also contains a
wealth of information about individual park features, from maps to historical chronologies and notes on the key
species in each. This extraordinary 21st century archive of New York City parks will delight and inspire lovers of
contemporary landscape photography and urban naturalists everywhere for years to come.

JOEL MEYEROWITZ (born in New York, 1938) is an award-winning photographer whose work has appeared
in over 350 international exhibitions. He is a two-time Guggenheim fellow, a recipient of both NEA and NEH
awards, as well as a recipient of the Deutscher Fotobuchpreis. He has published over fifteen books, including Cape
Light (1978) and Aftermath: The World Trade Center Archive (2006). He lives in New York and is represented by
Edwynn Houk Gallery.

PHILLIP LOPATE (essay) has written over fifteen critically acclaimed books, including Waterfront: A Walk
Around Manhattan. His writings have appeared in Harper’s, the New York Times, and the Paris Review. He is a
professor at Columbia University and also teaches at the New School, Hofstra University, and Bennington College.

MAYOR MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG contributes a foreword.

Related Events:  Artist’s Talk and Book Signing at Aperture Gallery
Tuesday, September 29, 6:30 pm

Exhibition at the Museum of the City of New York
On View October 9, 2009—March, 2010

Joel Meyerowitz in Conversation with Philip Lopate
Barnes & Noble (150 East 86th Street, New York City)
Thursday, November 5, 2009

Book Signing at the International Center of Photography
Friday, December 4, 2009, 6:00 pm

12 x 101/2 in. (30.5 x 26.7 cm)

300 pages (plus 2 four-page gatefolds)

250 four-color images

Hardcover with jacket; ISBN 978-1-59711-122-5
$65.00; £45.00



A limited-edition print portfolio and a limited-edition boxed set are also available. The boxed set includes an
HP archival pigment print and a limited-edition book focusing on the Hallett Nature Sanctuary, produced
exclusively for this edition using an HP Indigo Digital Press, all enclosed in a beautifully produced, custom
clamshell box. Please contact Aperture for information.

The publication of Legacy: The Preservation of Wilderness in New York City Parks and the accompanying
exhibition at the Museum of the City of New York are supported, in part, by an award from the National
Endowment for the Arts, with additional support from Deutsche Bank and the Joseph and Joan Cullman
Foundation for the Arts. Further support for the exhibition is provided by Richard Gilder and Lois Chiles; Thomas
L. Kempner, Jr.; the Midler Family Foundation; the Peter Jay Sharp Foundation; Marian S. Heiskell; and Mrs.
Frank Perdue. Additional support for the publication and a traveling exhibition organized by Aperture Foundation
is provided by the E.T. Harmax Foundation, Sondra Gilman and Celso Gonzalez-Falla, and Roddy Gonsalves and
Paul Pincus. Joel Meyerowitz extends a special thanks to HP for their generous support of this project.

Aperture—located in New York’s Chelsea art district—is a world-renowned non-profit publisher and exhibition
space dedicated to promoting photography in all its forms. Aperture was founded in 1952 by photographers Ansel
Adams, Dorothea Lange, Barbara Morgan, and Minor White; historian Beaumont Newhall; and writer/curator
Nancy Newhall, among others. These visionaries created a new quarterly periodical, Aperture magazine, to foster
both the development and the appreciation of the photographic medium and its practitioners. In the 1960s,
Aperture expanded to include the publication of books (over five hundred to date) that comprise one of the most
comprehensive and innovative libraries in the history of photography and art. Aperture’s programs now include
artist lectures and panel discussions, limited-edition photographs, and traveling exhibitions that show at major
museums and arts institutions in the U.S. and internationally.

Contact: Andrea Smith, Director of Communications, (212) 946-7111, asmith@aperture.org
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