
 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

APERTURE COMMISSIONS FIVE EMERGING PHOTOGRAPHERS TO 
DOCUMENT HISTORIC NYC GREEN CARTS  

 
An Innovative Program Launched by the New York City Department of Health and 

Supported by the Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund, Promoting  
Healthy Eating and Entrepreneurship in Underserved Communities 

 
New York, N.Y. – August 12, 2009 – Aperture Foundation, a New York–based nonprofit arts institution and 
leading force in the field of photography, has joined with the New York City Department of Health and the 
Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund to document—through the distinct perspectives of five diverse, emerging 
artists—the New York City Green Cart Initiative. NYC Green Carts, independently operated mobile fruit 
and vegetable stands, are rapidly becoming a fixture in the urban landscape. The initiative by the Mayor’s 
Fund for New York City, the New York City Department of Health, and the Laurie M. Tisch Illumination 
Fund is bringing fresh fruit and vegetables to underserved New York City neighborhoods in all five 
boroughs. In the fight against obesity, diabetes, and other diet-related health problems, the Green Carts offer 
New Yorkers more options for purchasing nutritious food, while simultaneously creating up to 1,000 new 
business and job opportunities. Simultaneously, the generous support of the Laurie M. Tisch Illumination 
fund gives Aperture the rare opportunity to commission young photographers as part of their ongoing 
mission to support emerging artists. 
 

The Aperture–Illumination Fund New York City Green Cart Commission will document this important 
chapter in New York City’s history of public health innovation with a three-pronged enterprise as follows:  
 

• Aperture, with support from the Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund, has commissioned five 
emerging photographers to chronicle this remarkable program. The New York–based photographers 
bring a broad range of contemporary approaches to this work, with styles ranging from portraiture to 
landscape to street photography. The photographers will capture the Green Carts in designated 
neighborhoods in all five boroughs over the next eighteen months, photographing not only the carts 
themselves, but also the stories of the vendors, customers, and communities around them. The 
photographers are: LaToya Ruby Frazier, Thomas Holton, Gabriele Stabile, Will Steacy, and Shen 
Wei. The overall goal is to raise awareness about the geography of healthy food options and its 
relationship to a community’s health, and to document the challenges and opportunities of starting a 
new business. Each of the five professional photographers brings a unique artistic vision and point of 
view to this effort.  

 
• Aperture will publish eight full-page public service announcements in Aperture Foundation’s 

distinguished quarterly, Aperture magazine, celebrating the NYC Green Carts initiative through 
select images and text. These announcements will be fully designed and produced by Aperture’s 



award-winning team in collaboration with the Mayor’s Fund for New York City, the New York City 
Department of Health, and the Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund. 
 

• An exhibition of the commissioned photographs, curated by Aperture, will be installed at a local 
exhibition venue in September 2011 as the culmination of the two-year initiative. The exhibition will 
showcase the pieces featured in Aperture magazine, along with additional images and commentaries 
by the photographers and project partners. 

 
 “We are honored to partner with the Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund to celebrate and document this 
groundbreaking initiative to transform and inspire the people of New York City,” said Juan García de 
Oteyza, Executive Director, Aperture Foundation. “Through this partnership, Aperture reaffirms its 
founding commitment to explore social issues through the medium of photography and to provide a 
platform for emerging artists.”  
 
 “Aperture has a sterling reputation for showcasing photographers whose work captures the social, 
political, and historical issues of the time,” said Laurie M. Tisch, President of the Laurie M. Tisch 
Illumination Fund. “We look forward to collaborating with Aperture’s talented team, the photographers, the 
Mayor’s Fund for New York City, and the New York City Department of Health to bring these images to 
the broadest possible audience.” 
 
 “I applaud Laurie M. Tisch and Aperture for this innovative partnership and thank them for their 
support,” said New York City Food Policy Coordinator Ben Thomases. “I hope this project helps turn the 
NYC Green Cart into a cultural icon, further promoting fresh fruits and vegetables.” 
 
 The Aperture–Illumination Fund New York City Green Cart Commission kicked off in September 2009 
and concludes in September 2011 with an exhibition of the work, the goal being to create an indelible and 
compelling record of an extraordinary New York City project, as well as lasting and eloquent works of art. 
The first public service announcement will appear in the Spring 2010 issue of Aperture, which hits 
newsstands February 23, 2010. 
 
Aperture—located in New York’s Chelsea art district—is a world-renowned non-profit publisher and 
exhibition space dedicated to promoting photography in all its forms. Aperture was founded in 1952 by 
photographers Ansel Adams, Dorothea Lange, Barbara Morgan, and Minor White; historian Beaumont 
Newhall; and writer/curator Nancy Newhall, among others. These visionaries created a new quarterly 
periodical, Aperture magazine, to foster both the development and the appreciation of the photographic 
medium and its practitioners. In the 1960s, Aperture expanded to include the publication of books (over five 
hundred to date) that comprise one of the most comprehensive and innovative libraries in the history of 
photography and art. Aperture’s programs now include artist lectures and panel discussions, limited-edition 
photographs, and traveling exhibitions that show at major museums and arts institutions in the U.S. and 
internationally.  
 
The Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund focuses on increasing access and opportunity by supporting 
initiatives and programs that fire imagination, illuminate minds, and strengthen community. The Laurie M. 
Tisch Illumination Fund will play an engaged and active role in supporting organizations that have a 
positive impact and lasting effect on well-being and community life. 
 
Contacts: Andrea Smith, Director of Communications, Aperture, (212) 946-7111, asmith@aperture.org 

     Jessica Scaperotti, NYC Department of Health, (212) 788-4290, pressoffice@health.nyc.gov 
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